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CHAPTER NEWS

Contribute to the IAS Newsletter Website

T he IEEE Industry Application 
Society (IAS) Chapter and Mem-
bership Development (CMD) 

Department has managed the CMD 
Newsletter website for the past few 
years. The website provides IAS 
Chapters with a platform to submit 
articles about events and projects 
undertaken by their respective Chap-
ters. Chapters are encouraged to sub-
mit detailed accounts with photos of 
activities that have taken place within 
their Chapters, Sections, and Regions 
throughout the year. These articles are 
posted chronologically on the CMD 
Newsletter website. 

Visitors to the site can read about 
Chapter events or filter for news and 
event information for a specific Region 
or Chapter. The website is a great 
place for Chapters to share stories and 
for fellow Chapters, particularly new 
IAS Chapters, to find ideas about 
events they can host. In addition, the 
website is a rich source of information 
for IAS members to learn about news 
within the IAS community. This is also 
why the website is the official submis-
sion portal for the Most Happening 
IAS Chapter Contest. 

The contest recognizes the top 
three Chapters that have made the 

most submissions to the site through-
out the year. The selection criteria for 
the contest includes the number of 
submissions made per Chapter, the 
quality of the events held, and the 
regularity of submissions. In this 
article, I share some of the articles 
published during the past year on 
the website.

One of the more recent submis-
sions was from the National Universi-
ty of Asuncion IAS Student Branch 
(SB) Chapter, which hosted a Women 
in Industry event in August 2019 in 
Paraguay. The event was a collabora-
tive effort between the SB Chapter 
and the IEEE Women in Engineering 
affinity group at the university. It 
hosted four inspirational female engi-
neers from various sectors within 
industry and at different stages in 
their respective careers. 

One of the speakers was a recent 
graduate who discussed her experi-

ences as she made the transition from 
a student to a working engineer. 
Another speaker was a senior engi-
neer with more than a decade of 
working experience. She talked about 
the challenges she faced as a woman 
in charge of a plant with mostly male 
plant operators. The third speaker 
was a Ph.D. student who provided 
great insight into her experience in 
research projects, and the fourth 
speaker talked about her journey 
from beginning as an intern to later 
taking on a managerial position with-
in her company. The event provided 
students with valuable insight into the 
life of practicing engineers and was 
particularly beneficial for the female 
engineering students in attendance.

The Engineering School of Mo -
nastir IAS SB Chapter in Tunisia 
held The Future’s Engineer event to 
help make children more aware of 
the field of engineering and the 
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The National University of Asuncion IAS SB Chapter hosted a Women in Industry event 
in Paraguay. 
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opportunities available. The event 
took place over two days in January 
2019. Day one of the event was dedi-
cated to team-building activities, ide-
ation workshops, and competitions, 
and day two was devoted to the 
much-anticipated robotics day. Dur-
ing day two, attendees gained first-
hand experience in building and 
operating basic circuitry and learning 
about the functionality of some basic 
electronic components. At the conclu-
sion of the workshop, the children 
received certificates and, more impor-
tantly, a better understanding of the 
complex world of engineering.

The Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT) Mandi IAS SB Chapter hosted 
an IEEE Distinguished Lecturer (DL) 
in June last year. The IAS DL and 
Prominent Lecturer (PL) programs 
provide IAS Chapters with the oppor-

tunity to invite and host a guest lec-
turer at their Chapter. The lectures 
are presented by experienced re -
searchers and technical experts with 
specific specialty fields. Members of 
IAS Chapters can view the lecturers’ 
profiles on the IAS website. 

The IIT Mandi IAS SB Chapter 
invited Prof. S.N. Singh, who deliv-
ered the talk “Estimation of Grid Har-
monics in the Presence of Renewable 
Energy Sources.” During the lecture, 
Singh elaborated on the factors af -
fecting power system design and 
operation, such as quality and reli-
ability of supply. He also talked about 
the role of power electronics applica-
tions in power systems and the threat 
that harmonics pose to grid stability. 
The students were encouraged to ask 
questions and had the opportunity to 
engage further with Singh after the 

lecture. The event provided students 
with the opportunity to learn directly 
from an expert in the field and bene-
fit from DL and PL programs avail-
able to IAS Chapters.

The University of Moratuwa IAS 
SB Chapter in Sri Lanka submitted an 
article about a workshop they hosted 
in November 2019 on the Internet of 
Things (IoT). The emergence and 
development of the IoT in recent 
years has made this an important 
topic for the modern engineer. The 
workshop’s goal was to supply stu-
dents with more insight into IoT 
technologies and the role they are 
expected to play in the future. The 
workshop provided attendees with 
theoretical concepts pertaining to IoT 
and a hands-on practical session 
using one of the available simulation 
software packages. The session was 
conducted by two experienced facili-
tators from the IT department at the 
university. Overall, the workshop was 
a resounding success with more than 
100 students in attendance.

The Democritus University of 
Thrace IAS SB Chapter undertook an 
educational trip to Istanbul in May 
2019. Chapter members were given 
the opportunity to visit Kadir Has 
University and the High Voltage (HV) 
Lab of Istanbul’s Technical University. 
The visit allowed students to see first-
hand the type of equipment used in 
an HV lab and learn more about the 
types of tests conducted there. The 
Chapter also organized meetings with 
local IEEE IAS SB Chapters from the 
Turkey Section. This provided an 
opportunity to interact and engage 
with fellow IEEE Members from a dif-
ferent section.

Although the CMD Newsletter 
website received nearly 250 submis-
sions in 2019, I feel that there is still 
plenty of room for improvement. I 
encourage more Chapters to submit 
short stories about activities con-
ducted within their Chapter. I hope 
Chapters will be inspired to host cre-
ative, dynamic, and intuitive events 
for the benefit of their members in 
the future. 

 

The Engineering School of Monastir IAS SB Chapter hosted The Future’s Engineer event in 
Sousse, Tunisia. 

Democritus University of Thrace IAS SB members visiting the HV Lab in Istanbul, Turkey.
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